
 
Fishing is an important sector of the NSW business and tourism industry, and 
fishing floats are often used in support of this activity. The traps are set by 
licenced commercial and recreational fishermen targeting, for the most part, 
local demersal fish species.   
 
Typically, these traps are marked with small white floats, usually 3 or 4 in a row 
with a spacing of around 1 - 2m and are usually set in depths ranging from 10 – 
70 Fathoms and are commonly in groups. They are set where the fishermen 
think the fish will be at that time. As such, the location of these traps will vary 
regularly, sometimes daily, based on what is being caught - there is no point 
re-setting the trap in the same location if it comes up empty and in conversely, 
if fish are being caught, more traps will be set in that area or on that reef. The 
Fishermen will be licenced for a certain number of traps and it is in his interest 
to have these in the water for as many days as possible. So, unless they are 
damaged or a long period of bad weather is forecast, they are usually rebaited 
at sea and immediately re-set. We don’t know how many commercial traps are 
licenced in NSW but it is reasonable to assume that most of them would be in 
the water most of the time.  
 
While they can be considered a navigational hazard, they have been present 
off our coast for the best part of a century and it is reasonable to assume that 
they will be with us for the foreseeable future. As such, the responsibility falls 
onto the boatowner to avoid these hazards. Marking the buoys with lights or 
other means such as flags etc to better identify them has come up as a way of 
alerting boaters to their presence but this will add an extra cost to an already 
struggling industry and may also attract unwanted attention from other 
fishermen. They are just another type of floating material which may cause 
damage if contacted by a vessel. Vessel operators should keep a proper 
lookout and proceed at a safe speed if there is any doubt about the presence 
of such materials on the waterway. 
 
 
The BOA will run an awareness campaign on their FaceBook and web-sites, 
https://www.boatowners.org.au  to inform the boating public on the dangers 
fish traps can cause. Those notices will warn of the existence of the traps, 
roughly where they may be found and the potential dangers they will be to 
boatowners 


