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Maintain your mooring apparatus and vessel
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Protecting our watenruays
Roads and Maritime Services currently manage
over 22,000 moorings throughout NSW made up
of priv'ate and commercial licences.

Each year, mooring apparatus failure results in
vessels coming adrift and causing damage to
moored vessels, maritime infrastructure, and the
environment.

Poorly maintained vessels sinking at their
moorings can adversely harm the environment,
and create ahazard to navigation. The clean-up
and salvage operations are an unnecessary drain
on public funds, reducing the money available for
infrastructure and services for boaters.

Why we are auditing moorings
Roads and Maritime is conducting a state-wide
audit of moorings commencing in late February
2019 and will be conducted progressively across
NSW over the winter months.

The audit will:
o reduce salvage costs and wait list times for

moorings

. increase mooring compliance and
improved water safety and access

. remove derelict vessels from the open
market

. alert buyers of second hand vessels to any
outstanding mooring issues when
transferring ownership

. safeguard the marine environment.

How the audit process works
1. Before an audit is conducted in an area, a

letter will be sent to mooring licence
holders advising them that an audit of their
mooring and vessel has been scheduled in
the following month.

2. The letter contains information on what
needs to be done to make the vessel and
mooring apparatus compliant with the
mooring licence conditions.

3. A brochure with details of the mooring
licence conditions will be attached to the
letter.

4. After the Boating Safety Officer conducts
the audit a follow-up letter will be issued
within 5 working days.

5. lf the mooring and vessel are fully
compliant the letter will confirm this and no
further action is required.



6. lf the audit finds that either the mooring or
vessel are not compliant with the
conditions of mooring, the follow-up letter
will advise the mooring licence holder and
what they need to do.

The follow-up letter will contain information
about the defects found that may attract a
penalty notice and non-safety issues found
that require administrative action to fix.

The mooring licence holder will be given a
number of days to repair the defects or
remove the vessel and give up the
mooring.

How much time have I got to fix
defects?
Once you receive the non-compliant letter, the
mooring licence holder will have a number of
business days to repair the defects or remove the
vessel and give up the mooring.

The mooring license holder may contact the
Boating Safety Officer (BSO) or a Maritime
Product Service Officer and develop a 'plan of
action'for repairs to be completed if not within the
14 days. The BSO will track the progress of the
repairs as per the agreed action plan. The mooring
licence holder is responsible for ensuring that the
works are completed in accordance with the action
plan.

When the repair works are completed, the mooring
licence holder needs to provide proof of service
from either the qualified contractor who did the
work or the slipway owner.

The plan of action needs to be flexible enough to
take into account the number of slipways and
resources in the local area.

Proof of service
You will need to provide us with receipts of work
completed by a qualified contractor or a statutory
declaration signed by either the contractor who did
the remediallrepair work or the owner of the
mooring licence that the works were carried out.

What happens if repairs are not
carried out?
lf you refuse all reasonable requests to carry out
remedial and repair works on your mooring and/or
vessel and your vessel has been identified as
unseaworthy and valued at less than $10,000,
RMS will issue you a notice to remove your
vessel.

lf you refuse to remove your vessel, RMS has the
power to take your vessel into custody. lt will not
be resold into the second hand boat market.
lnstead, the vessel will be dismantled and recycled
as much as possible.

lf you fail to take remedial and repair works on
your mooring as requested, your mooring licence
can be cancelled and the mooring reallocated.


