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WARNING - POTENTIAL TRAGEDY OF UNSAFE PUBLIC MOORINGS 
I recently spent a fortnight aboard my vintage 31 foot cruising yacht in the magnificent waters of 
Cowan Creek part of the Ku-ring-gai Chase National Park. 
The many bays, coves and beaches are pristine and beautiful, popular for all types of craft which use 
the public moorings provided by the New South Wales National Parks and Wildlife Service (NP&WS). 
Users of these NP&WS moorings rightly assume that they are well maintained and therefore safe in 
all weather conditions. Sadly, I soon lost confidence that these moorings were safe and secure 
anchorages and realised that at any time of day my boat and possibly my life might be in dire risk. 
Motoring passed Cowan Bay I noticed that one of three mooring buoys was missing. On arrival at 
nearby Castle Lagoon Bay there was the missing NP&WS buoy washed up on the rocky foreshore 
with its mooring line rope in tatters. 
On another day at Cottage Rock (the fresh water-spout beach), I was alarmed to find that one of its 
three mooring buoys was loose having drifted extremely close to the rocks. The previous day I had 
moored my boat here when a strong westerly suddenly gusted up 40 knots. Luckily I had not chosen 
the mooring with the rusty ground chain. The fatigued mooring was retrieved by the Marine Rescue 
Service at Cottage Point who verified that the chain had rusted through and broken. 
On another occasion, I went to Foleys Bay, Cowan Creek adjacent to Bobbin Head only to find that 
one of the two NP&WS moorings had a severed bollard line and the second mooring was occupied 
by another vessel. 
Perhaps it is time for the NP&WS moorings to be placed under the control and responsibility of 
Roads and Maritime Services (RMS) as it is vital to ensure the safety of all who use these public 
moorings. The apparent lack of mooring maintenance could otherwise lead to tragedy. Action is 
required urgently. 
Regards, 
John 
JOHN VAUGHAN 
C Y TONDELAO 
St Andrew’s Day 2019 
PS: Since this report another mooring has drifted away from Cottage Rock leaving only one of the 
three original, 'permanent' NP&WS moorings in position. 
 


