
                                              Maritime Update  
 
 
Dear maritime partner, 
 
I am pleased to provide an update on the restrictions for recreational boating.  
 
On 19 May 2020, the NSW Minister for Health signed an Exemption to the Public Health 
Order (COVID-19) Restrictions on Gathering and Movement) Order (No 2) 2020 to allow 
members of the same household to use their recreational vessel for all on-water activities 
even if the vessel does not allow for four square metres of space per person.  
 
If the persons on the recreational vessel are not members of the same household, use is 
also permitted. However, the skipper should ensure a physical distance of 1.5 metres is 
maintained for each person on board as much as possible.  
 
Previously, vessels were only permitted to be used for exercise and individuals were 
required to maintain four square metres of space. Transport for NSW worked to ensure this 
Exemption to the Public Health Order was fast-tracked so that families could participate in 
boating for leisure and remove concerns about contravening the health orders.  
 
People should still only boat locally and always remember to practice good person hygiene.  
 
Commercial Vessels  
Commercial and charter vessels may operate but must ensure they are operating with the 
restrictions associated with their category of business and the required social distancing 
requirements.  
 
Onshore activities 
When onshore, do not gather with more than 10 people unless with members of the same 
household. This applies in any public place, such as a wharf or publicly accessible vessel.  
 
Skippers must also remember their other safety responsibilities regarding safety equipment, 
alcohol consumption, keeping a proper look out and proceeding at a safe speed. 
  
For the latest information on coronavirus and current restrictions, members of the community 
are encouraged to check the NSW Government website (http://nsw.gov.au) for regular 
updates. 
 
Transport for NSW remains focused on keeping you and the customer safe as a key priority.  
 
Kind regards, 
 
Alex 
 
Alex Barrell 
A/Executive Director 
Maritime 
Greater Sydney 
Transport for NSW 
 

 


