
PO Box 212 Spit Junction NSW 2088 Email: info@boaters.org.au
Tel and Fax: (02) 9960 1859 Website: www.boaters.org.au

The Boat Owners Association of NSW Inc.
- Consumer Action in Boating -

22 January 2019

Mr Ray Brownlee PSM

CEO, Northern Beaches Council

725 Pittwater Road

DEE WHY, NSW 2099

Courtesy copy: council@northernbeaches.nsw.gov.au

Dear Mr Brownlee,

OFF-LEASH DOG AREA – STATION BEACH, PALM BEACH

LETTER OF SUPPORT

The Boat Owners Association of NSW Inc. (BOA) was established in 1987 to represent the

interests of boat owners in NSW. Whilst our constituency is drawn from all parts of the state,

it is centred on the world-class recreational waterways of Sydney Harbour and Pittwater.

Our members on the water and along the foreshore are a valuable resource with respect to

monitoring and managing environmental issues, and are well positioned to contribute to the

development of local management strategies. It is in the interests of this membership to see

that environmental values are effectively managed, and we consider ourselves a key

stakeholder in the Pittwater waterway and any discussion about its management.

On the subject of dogs accessing foreshore areas, we have historically played a part with

NPWS and RMS to help discourage the landing of dogs on the western foreshore of

Pittwater, which attaches to the 150 square kilometres of Ku-ring-gai Chase National Park.

Our ability to do this has relied on continued access to the peninsula side, where the landing

of dogs has been part of the boating experience at all of the popular locations between

Barrenjoey and Church Point for over 100 years.

We have observed press coverage of the Station Beach Off-leash Trial in recent editions of

Pittwater Life magazine and we support Council’s proposal to utilise this space in the manner

described. We raise concern however, with the proposed hours and days regulating the

presence of dogs, as these would conflict with our established practices which frequently see

members setting their dogs ashore here in the middle of the day, and especially on the

weekends in summer.
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Dogs included in on-board outings for a day, or several days, need to be set ashore to

answer the call of nature. This routine often fits in with grabbing a morning coffee, or fish

and chips for lunch, but can be any time of day, especially if the kids are keen to linger at the

shore for a swim with the dog.

This letter of support therefore urges caution with respect to the introduction of time/day

constraints - or at least the policing of these. We trust there’d be a common sense approach in

place where rangers remain conscious of the importance of the shoreline to families with

dogs arriving by boat at any time of any day.

Whilst not as popular as Sand Point and Clareville for setting dogs ashore (due to lack of

depth), Station Beach is the northern-most option when returning from Broken Bay, and is

therefore an important place for those in shallow-draft vessels who are scouting somewhere

to let the dog have a run.

We thank you for taking these thoughts into consideration, and look forward to working

with Council in whichever way might assist.

Yours sincerely,

ANDREW MCKINNON

President


