BOA Alert, May 2018
Good afternoon,
With the blazing heat going out of summer, there's no better time to be out on
the water!
An eclectic mix of things this month:
Members - Your Membership Renewals Are Coming - Shortly
Don't worry, we haven't forgotten you! Some members have contacted us
asking where their renewals are, as we usually mail them in about April. A
recent change to the Constitution means that the membership year has been
moved to align with the financial year - so you'll be getting your renewal
invitations in the next few weeks.
We hope the new news format is keeping you informed and entertained - and
we look forward to having you with us next year!
New Eden Marina moving ahead
The proposed new marina at Eden on teh South Coast is
a significant step closer to being a reality following a Land
& Environment Court ruling in favour of the developers.
For more information click here
Yachties - a good time to check your rigging

Pantaenius Australia - A broken mast… undoubtedly one
of the worst fears of any sailor. Over the past three years
we have received multiple claims linked to failed rigging
and masts. What is saddest about these stats is that the
cause is generally found to be a small inexpensive
part. In these cases the damage to the vessel could
easily have been avoided. For more information click here

Batemans Bay Bridge Causing Concern
A new bridge planned for Batemans Bay is causing a fair
degree of concern amongst local yacht owners.
The current bridge is the old lifting style, which provides
excellent clearance for masted vessels. However the
proposed new bridge will be much lower, thus denying
access to the western waterways and, concerningly, safe harbour in the
infamous blows of the area.
Lachlan Brown, Commodore of the Batemans Bay Sailing Club, estimates a
sizeable impact:
I did a visual survey this morning of all the masted vessels moored on the
Clyde River east of the bridge, moored at Square Head, berthed at the
Batemans Bay Marina or sitting on trailers at the Batemans Bay SC boat park. I
counted a total of 97 masted vessels. I judged the ones which were longer than
9m or 30' to be likely to have an air draft of more than 12m so unable to fit
under the proposed bridge. There were 50 boats out of the 97 which I
estimated would be affected.
The BOA, through Vice President Chris de Jong, has taken up the matter with
RMS.

Warning - Don't Mix Battery Types on board
John Zammit, Editor of Shipmate News, recently had a most
unpleasant experience on board:

I'd heard of it happening before, but never experienced it
personally, so when one of the batteries on my boat
exploded recently, it was more good luck than good
management that someone didn't get seriously hurt.
After cleaning up the mess and having the battery system and electrics
checked over, turns out the problem was caused by having a mix of battery
types. I have 6 batteries in total on board, four were 'AGM' (Absorbed Glass
Mat) and the other two (one of which exploded) were 'Wet Cell' (we were
connected to shore power at the time with the battery charger on. I hasten to
add that the 'odd' batteries were installed prior to our buying the boat. I'm now
acutely aware that mixing battery types is an absolute no, no. Needless to say
all my batteries are now are all the same type, (AGM).
For a very good summary of battery maintenance, click here
Over 65s - Be Safe on the Water
Now being close to 65 myself, I don't consider myself to
be a 'senior' - however, I take the point that as we age
(hopefully gracefully), our reaction times slow and things
which were previously easy are now that little bit more
challenging.
Transport for NSW recently issued this alert to us all “Last financial year we had the lowest waterway boating
toll for more than 40 years. However one life lost is one
too many and three of the nine fatal incidents this year
have involved seniors.
“On our waterways, people aged 70 and older account for more than 20 per
cent of fatalities, and yet only hold nine per cent of licences.
For more information, please click here

Flare Disposal Round 2
RMS is undertaking a further round of flare disposals. To see what venues are
coming up next, go to
http://www.rms.nsw.gov.au/maritime/safety-rules/safety-equipment/flaredisposal.html
Carbon Monoxide - the silent, odourless killer
We all know of the dangers of carbon monoxide buildup, don't we? Well, for all
of us who need a refresher, have a look at this excellent short video - a timely
reminder.
http://www.mast.tas.gov.au/guides/carbon-monoxide-co-poisoning/
And remember - the BOA is here to assist - please let us know if we can be of
service.
Regards
Andrew McKinnon
President

